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BLANDINGS TURTLE This  state threatened species is  at  r i sk pr imar i ly  due to habitat  loss,  but a lso 
increased predator populat ions which prey on their  eggs and young. I t  i s  ident ifiable by i ts  
br ight yel low chin and throat.

OSPREY Ospreys only eat fish and are general ly  found nest ing near water in large nests  on 
power poles,  t rees,  or  specia l ly  bui l t  Osprey nest ing platforms. When hunt ing fish,  they wi l l  d ive 
into the water feet first  to catch their  prey.  They can be dist inguished from Bald Eagles by their  
more s lender bui ld and white unders ide.

GREAT HORNED OWL Minnesota’s  heaviest  owl (up to 4-5 lbs. )  i s  a fierce predator.  They are 
opportunist ic  hunters and wi l l  hunt prey as large as skunks or muskrats.  L isten for their  hoot ing 
cal ls  in autumn when males begin establ ishing terr i tory in order to nest  in January or February.

YELLOW BIRCH TREE Readi ly  d ist inguished from the more commonly known White or Paper Birch 
by i ts  gray ish-yel low to bronze peel ing bark.  I t  i s  consumed by white-ta i led deer,  rabbits ,  and 
beavers.  I ts  seeds,  catk ins,  and buds are eaten by a var iety of bi rds inc luding grouse,  
chickadees,  and finches.  Bruised twigs have a wintergreen smel l .

INDIAN PIPE Thi s  unusual  and paras i t i c p l ant appears  whi te  rathe r than green because  i t  l acks  
ch l orophy l l  that most p l ants  have  for produci ng food.  I t  surv i ves  by  partne ri ng wi th fungi to 
s teal  nutri ents  f rom othe r p l ants .  I t  doe sn’ t  need the  sun to surv i ve  so i t  can grow i n the  dark!
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