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ANOKA COUNTY PARKS

sharing park and recreation

knowledge

Look for this logo throughout the guide for interesting facts about
parks and recreation.

A N O K A C O UNTY P A R K S

PARKS INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS SPECIAL EVENTS
PARKS OFFICE e 763-324-3300 FALL FESTIVAL
October 17
BUNKER BEACH WATER PARK e 763-324-3310 (More information on page 4)
CAMPING RESERVATIONS e 763-324-3330

LITTLE GOBLINS COSTUME PARTY
CHOMONIX GOLF COURSE e 763-324-3434

October 30
(More information on page 13)
PAVILION RESERVATIONS e 763-324-3300
WINTER RECREATION SAMPLER
PARK SERVICES e 763-324-3360 December 20
(More information on page 10)
WARGO NATURE CENTER e 763-324-3350

STAY SAFE IN THE PARKS

At Anoka County Parks, the health and safety of our park guests and team members are our top priorities.
We are constantly monitoring the COVID-19 situation and are prepared to make adjustments as needed
to ensure we are following the most up to date guidelines from the state, county, and federal agencies.

e Spread out and provide distance from other
park guests while on trails or in open areas.
e Follow mask use guidelines.

e Refrain from gathering in groups

e Do not visit the parks if you
are not feeling well.

e Qutdoor surfaces and amenities
cannot be effectively sanitized.

ANOKA COUNTY PARKS MISSION STATEMENT LIKE ANOKA COUNTY PARKS ON

To positively impact the quality of life in Anoka
County by providing parks, outdoor recreation, f
and leisure services for the public. Our mission
encompasses protection of the natural
environment, improving the health of citizens, FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM TWITTER
and supporting a strong local economy. @AnokaCountyParks @anokacountyparks

L

@AnokaCountyPark
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OCTOBER 17
2-4 PM

Celebrate fall at Wargo Nature

Center! We'll crank up the cider
press, play pioneer games, and
have self-guided nature activities

available for you and your family.

YOUTH PROGRAMS

NATURE PLAY CRAFTY CAMOUFLAGE
Experience the wonders of nature as you play November 5
and explore with your 2-5 year old child through Wargo Nature Center, 10 - 11:15 am

outdoor play and stories. Programs are held the first
Thursday of each month 10:00 — 11:15 a.m. and will
involve outdoor exploration. Please be prepared for
the weather and ready to play! Pre-registration is

Ages 2-5 Animals often use camouflage to hide

themselves — sometimes to hide from predators and
other times to hide from their prey. Learn all about
camouflaged animals through activities and a story.

required.
a $3/child, $3/adult +tax
POWERFUL PRAIRIES ANIMAL HOMES
September 3 December 3
Wargo Nature Center, 10 - 11:15 am Wargo Nature Center, 10 - 11:15 am
Ages 2-5 Come learn about the power and beauty Ages 2-5 When its cold outside animals need good
of prairies found in Minnesota through a story and homes. Come learn how animals stay warm in the
outdoor exploration. We'll look for late summer and cold winter months. $3/child, $3/adult +tax

early fall prairie flowers and explore the tall grasses
for wildlife. $3/child, $3/adult +tax

REGISTER AT ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM e 763-324-3350



A SENSE OF SEASON

What is happening in the parks during the fall? Plenty! Beyond the
great recreational programing opportunities in our parks, our wilder
park goers are also very busy. What are they busy with? All sorts of
things, which we can learn more about through something called
phenology. Phenology is the study of cyclic and seasonal changes

in nature. This is a great way to look at and track what is going on
in nature. Autumn is an extremely interesting time of year to look
at these seasonal changes. Leaves change and days shorten, but
also many people are asking important questions like, “when will
the first real snowfall occur? Will robins migrate south this year?
When will we see the last garter snake of the year? When will the
first frost occur?” These are just some of the questions that one can
search for the answers to during this fall season.

Autumn gets its nickname, fall, due to deciduous trees dropping
leaves for the winter. However, there is more to fall than plants
going dormant (also known as senescing). Many plants complete
their summer work and are full of fruit and seeds. Many are also
taking advantage of opening canopies and cooler temperatures to
flower later in the season, like blazing star and goldenrod, or again
like marsh marigold. Many fungi also “bloom” in the fall making it
a prime time of year to look for mushrooms, including chanterelles,
oyster mushrooms, and a variety of stink horns.

Animals use the fall bounty of seeds, fruits, and mushrooms to
prepare for the upcoming winter. Invertebrates, reptiles, amphibians,
and some mammals prepare to go dormmate over the winter by
gorging themselves to build energy stores they will need to make it
through. Birds are also eating a lot of food. However, they are either
prepping for a marathon migration to warmer climates or building
up fat and food stores to tide them over until spring.

Humans are no exception to the changing of the seasons. Minnesota
has many fall traditions like wild rice harvesting, apple picking,
harvest celebrations, hunting, and many more. Anoka County

has numerous parks and trails that are great places to watch for
seasonal changes. You can also join program staff at Wargo Nature
Center for our Fall Festival to celebrate fall with apple cider making,
hikes, games, and more.

sp?rk

sharing park and recreation knowledge

Minnesota once had 18 million acres of prairie that

stretched across the state.

A N O K A C O UNTY P A R K S
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HOMESCHOOL PROGRAMS

Third Thursday of every month October - May
Wargo Nature Center, 10am - 12pm or 1pm - 3pm

Wargo has homeschool programs for students in K-12th grade! Each topic is created to be age appropriate and
topics change each year. We pride ourselves in having staff who are experienced and well educated in the field of
environmental learning. These topics may help you meet standards and fill in areas that require outdoor learning
and science skills. Pre-registration is required. $5/child +tax

DATE GRADES K-2 GRADES 3-5 GRADES 6-12

October 15 Rocks Art and Nature Fungi and Lichen

The Science of

Hibernation Christmas Bird Count

December 17 Oh Deer!

February 18 Food Chains Birds of Prey Ice Fishing

April 15 Birds Outdoor Navigation Fat Tire Biking



FOREST KIDS CLUB PRESCHOOL

September 9 — December 16 & January 6 — May 19
Wargo Nature Center, Wednesdays, 9:30 - 11:30am

Ages 4-5* Wargo Nature Center is excited to offer W

a weekly preschool nature club! We will spend every S a r k
Wednesday morning adventuring and learning out

on Wargo's wooded peninsula, exploring different
nature topics and seasonal changes along the way.
In addition to guided activities, each week will
include a free-explore time where participants will
be encouraged to follow their senses and create

sharing park and recreation knowledge

The more red in the leaf, the more

their own adventure yvith new friends! This is a sugar that leaf is storing. That is
great hands-on experience for young children. Pre- .
registration is required. $225 + tax, 33 sessions why Maple trees are so vibrant.

*No class November 25 & March 17

ANOKA COUNTY PARKS

*Registration will open up to 3-year-old children on
August 1 if space is still available.

REGISTER AT ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM 763-324-3350

EXPLORE

OUTDOORS







BIRDING BY BOAT

Wargo Nature Center, 9 am - 12 pm

Join us for this unique birding program as
we will be using canoes and kayaks to access areas
most other birders can’t. Our goal is to see a variety
of waterfowl, shorebirds, and upland bird species.

No experience in boats or birding is required and

all boating equipment is provided. Binoculars are
available for use. All CDC sanitation guidelines will be
followed. Pre-registration is required.

STAND UP PADDLE BOARDING

Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve at Centerville
Beach, 5 - 6:30 pm

East Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park, 4 - 5:30 pm

Fun, easy, cool, and a great workout!
Class sizes are very small, and the instruction is short
and easy, so most of our time will be out on the
water. Pre-registration is required. All CDC sanitation
guidelines will be followed.

INTRODUCTION TO KAYAKING

East Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park, 1:30 - 3:30 pm

East Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park, 1 -3 pm

During this flat water course we will cover
basic strokes, kayaking safety, and boat/equipment
selection. Most of our time will be spent out on
the water paddling and getting comfortable in the
boats. No experience is necessary and pre-registration
is required. All CDC sanitation guidelines will be
followed.

ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM

763-324-3350

ALL CANOE AND KAYAK PARTICIPANTS UNDER AGE 18 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A
REGISTERED ADULT. PARTICIPANTS MUST BE AGE 16+ TO USE SINGLE KAYAKS.



NORDIC WALKING

Lakeside Lions Park - Spring Lake Park, 3 pm

Anyone can do it! It takes a simple walk
and turns it into a full body workout- and it doesn’t
feel like you are working any harder. Increase your
heart rate, burn more calories, strengthen your
upper body and create resistance to build better
bone density. All CDC sanitation guidelines will be
followed. Pre-registration is required.

SNOWSHOEING

East Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park, 1 -3 pm

Bunker Hills Regional Park, 1 -3 pm

Winter is a great time to get out and enjoy
nature’'s wonders. If there is enough snow, we will
break out the snowshoes and get into some of the
less traveled areas of the parks. This program is well
suited for families and groups of all ages. All CDC
sanitation guidelines will be followed. Pre-registration
is required.

ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM

/63-324-3350

C D
NINTER
RECREATION SAMPLER

DECEMBER 20, 1 - 3 PM

Get a taste of some of the things to do
outside in Minnesota during our colder
months. We will be sampling a variety of
the recreational activities including kick
sledding and snowshoeing and cover some
tips on how to dress for cold weather. This
event is open to families and individuals
of all ages. Pre-registration is required. All
CDC sanitation guidelines will be followed.




spark

sharing park and recreation knowledge

Nordic walking engages as much as 90% of the body’s
muscles while improving posture, balance, and stability.
If you walk one mile with the poles, you will achieve

1800 abdominal muscles contractions.

A N O K A C O UNTY P A R K S

REMEMBERING RECREATION

Over the past several months, parks, trails and other open space
facilities were often the only available recreation opportunity in our
communities. Parks are seeing record numbers of visitation and people
are rediscovering their city and county parks. While the circumstances
are not ideal, the opportunity to reconnect with nature and explore new
outdoor recreation interests can be essential to maintaining mental and
physical health. Anoka County Parks provides safe facilities for you to try
something new and find new ways to get out and enjoy the changing
seasons.

FIND THE PATH LESS TRAVELED

The paved park trails are very popular and great for walking, jogging
and biking, but great opportunities can be found off the beaten path.
Most of the county parks offer natural surface trails that meander
through the prairies and forests. These are great options for bird
watching and nature photography. Another quieter trail option are

the water trails. The Rum River provides great canoe or kayaking
opportunities if you have your own equipment. If you are just wanting
to try kayaking or canoeing, Wargo Nature Center in Lino Lakes provides
boat rentals and programs to get you started on the water. The fall is a
great time to explore the waterways with the cooler temperatures and
stunning colors.

RECREATION FOR ALL SEASONS

We encourage you to take this time and find a new outdoor passion
that you can do year-round. Enjoy biking? Try one of our fat tire bikes in
the snow this winter for a new experience. Walking or hiking more your
thing? Snowshoes will allow you to see the parks in a whole new way.
Prefer something a little more relaxing? Fishing is a great year-round
activity from the shores or fishing piers or even a frozen lake. In addition
to having access to several lakes and rivers, Cenaiko Lake at Coon
Rapids Dam Regional Park offers one of the only inland trout lakes in the
metro area and is open for ice fishing to keep you going in the winter.

As in nature, there is always change and adaptations for the seasons
and recreation activities. Try something new, explore a different trail,
and take the time to reconnect with your parks.




WARGO NATURE RESTORATION PROJECT DAYS

September 12 and October 17
Wargo Nature Center, 10 am - 12 pm

Ages 12+ Help restore the natural environment

here at Wargo Nature Center! We'll tackle different
challenges each month, such as removing invasive
species like buckthorn and garlic mustard, cleaning up
our woodland wildflower gardens, or gathering native
plant seeds — depending on needs and group size
each month. Meet inside the building before heading
out to work on the morning’s project. Pre-registration
requested; drop-ins allowed. FREE

LICHENS

October, 24
Wargo Nature Center 1 -2 pm

Ages 12 & Up Learn about the ultimate partnership.
We will peer the natural history of these amazing
fungal and algal organisms through field
identification, specimens, and in class learning.
Pre-registration required. $5/person +tax

WINTER SOLSTICE CAMPFIRE

December 21
Wargo Nature Center, 6:30 - 8 pm

Ages 12+ Come celebrate the stillness of night and
the return of the sun! The winter solstice marks the
longest night of the year and the beginning of longer
days. We'll start our evening by learning about the
history and traditions of the winter solstice, and then
celebrate together with a silent night hike, campfire,
mulled hot cider (non-alcoholic), and songs! Pre-
registration is required.$5/person +tax

REGISTER AT
ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM
OR 763-324-3350

These programs are designed for adults and
families; all participants under 18 must be
accompanied by a registered adult.
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LITTLE GOBLINS
COSTUME PARTY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 » 6:30 - 8 PM
WARGO NATURE CENTER

Ghosts, goblins and more! Join us in your favorite
costume for a night of fun! We will have a variety of
themed carnival games and crafts! Refreshments will
be provided, and you can even take a photo with our
special photo backdrop. Wargo Nature Center staff will
be leading a flashlight hike and a look at the stars!
Don’t forget your camera! Note: Parents/guardians are
encouraged to dress in their favorite costume as well.
Please make sure all costumes are family appropriate,
no costumes with weapons. All children must be
accompanied by an adult. Children ages 8 years and
younger are welcome. Pre-registration is required.
$10/child + tax, adults free

13



BIRTHDAY PARTIES

Call 763-324-3350 to schedule
Wargo Nature Center, 2 Hour Party

Here's the perfect party idea for your budding
naturalist! Each session is two hours long so you

can enjoy a naturalist-led program for the first
45-minutes and then use the remaining time for your
party. The program may include live animals, games,
and outdoor exploration! You will have the use of a
private classroom as well as the outdoor areas. If more
time is needed, an additional $60/hour charge will be
added. $100 +tax

REGISTER AT
ANOKACOUNTYPARKS.COM
763-324-3350

14

September 9 (Herpetology)

October 21 (Prescribed Burning)
November 11 (Meet Wargo’s Animals)
December 9 (Wildlife Tracking)

Wargo Nature Center, 11:30 am - 1 pm

Ages 50+ Bring your lunch and join a naturalist for
our Lunch with a Naturalist series. These monthly
presentations will include local natural or cultural
history information and possibly a relaxing stroll on
the trails at Wargo. Any equipment that may be used
will be provided. Pre-registration is not required. FREE

VOYAGEUR CANOE - GROUP RESERVATIONS

Call 763-324-3446 to set up an outing
Mississippi River, Rum River, and Centerville Lake in
Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve

Imagine you and your family/friends all paddling a
30-foot Thompson-style Voyageur canoe. This piece
of equipment is a great opportunity for an outdoor
group outing, a chance to work as a team, and a fun
way to spend time together. This boat is a replica
birch bark canoe used by fur traders 200 years ago.
The 30-foot Voyageur canoe is a large volume,
extremely stable canoe that requires very little water
to navigate yet is very easy to paddle and maneuver.
Participants will have the unique opportunity to
paddle this big boat with up to 15 other paddlers.
We will take groups, with a reservation, out for a
one-and-a-half-hour adventure in the Big Boat. Call
763-324-3446 for more information and to set up an
outing. $100 +tax
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RENTAL INFORMATION

CANOES KAYAKS - SINGLE KAYAKS - DOUBLE GEOCACHING
$10/hour + tax $10/hour + tax $15/hour + tax $5/GPS unit + tax
$30/day + tax $35/day + tax $40/day + tax for 2 hours

All Equipment is Available at Wargo Nature Center

Just want to get out and paddle? Wargo Nature Center sits on the beautiful Rice Creek, a
wonderful place to canoe or kayak. Paddle to several different lakes and encounter a variety
of wildlife. Rental is on a first come, first served basis. All participants under age 18 must be

accompanied by an adult. Must be age 16+ to use single kayaks.

Rental Equipment may not be taken out of the park where it was rented.
Open Weekends Through September,; boat rental may close prior to then due to weather.

WARGO NATURE CENTER e 763-324-3350

HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Closed 8am-4:30pm | 8am-4:30pm | 8am-4:30pm | 8am-4:30pm | 9am-5pm 12 pm-5pm
*Wargo is open Saturday and Sunday from May through September. 15

All rental equipment must be returned a half hour before Wargo closes.



HOOKED ON A NATURE

WHAT IT"S
LIKE__TO BE

p
BIRD

DA{ID ALLEN
5 1 8B L E Y

What It's Like To Be a Bird:
From Flying To Nesting, Eating
To Singing - What Birds Are
Doing and Why by David Sibley

rij% i_i
THE CAMPING TRIP

The Camping Trip by Jennifer
K. Mann

Nature Play at Home: Creating
Outdoor Spaces That Connect
Children With the Natural
World by Nancy Striniste

f-‘. FIELE GUIDE

" fretfing Lot
% e

A Field Guide to Getting Lost
by Joy McCullough

BOOK

BIKE FIX-IT STATIONS

Make quick repairs on your bike or add air to
your tires free of charge on your way to your next
destination. Fix-it stations and bike rack locations
include and 3 park locations:

e BUNKER HILLS
REGIONAL PARK

e RICE CREEK CHAIN OF
LAKES PARK RESERVE

e RIVERFRONT
REGIONAL PARK

11440 Crooked Lake Blvd.

CHECK OUT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY

100 Civic Heights Circle | Crosstown Shopping Center,
Circle Pines | 17565 Central Ave. NE
763-324-1540 | Ham Lake
763-324-1570

711 County Rd. 10 NE
Coon Rapids | Blaine

HYECURTIS

Kingdomtide by Curtis Rye Stolen Past by Dean L Hovey

A Anoka County

. LIBRARY

deas, Information, Inspiration.

763-324-1530

12461 Oak Park Blvd.
Blaine
763-324-1550

410 Mississippi St. NE
Fridley
763-324-1560

763-324-1510

4201 6th Ave. NW
Anoka
763-324-1520

3519 Bridge St. NW
St. Francis
763-324-1580



VIRTUAL
PARKS

STAY CONNECTED TO THE PARKS

Visit www.anokacounty.
us/3863/Virtual-Parks.

@ Choose an activity.

@ Have fun exploring the outdoors
and learning something new!




FALL
CAMPING

LR O'0'G Hi (@ CRIEGHEEE R RCN
BUNKER HILLS CAMPGROUND

RUSTIC CAMPSITES
$20 / night

ELECTRICAL CAMPSITES

30 amp - $28 / night
50 amp - $32 / night

CAMPER CABINS
$55 / night

VISIT ANOKACOUNTY.US/CAMPING
FOR MORE INFORMATION




PARTNERS

BUNKER PARK STABLE
Located in Bunker Hills Regional Park, Bunker Park Stable provides a full range of horse
riding programs and activities for children and adults of every ability and skill level.

Reservations are required for all activities

bunkerparkstable.com e 763-757-9445

RAPIDS ARCHERY CLUB

Located within the archery complex at Bunker Hills Regional Park, Rapids Archery
Club provides a place for individuals, families, and groups to enjoy archery, develop
friendships, and promote the sport of archery. With five outdoor ranges (83 stations),
one indoor range (24 lanes), lessons, leagues and tournaments, Rapids Archery is the
largest archery club in Minnesota.

rapidsarchery.net o info@mnrapidsarchery.org

9

MASTER GARDENER

Master Gardeners are University of Minnesota-trained volunteers whose role is to
educate the public with research-based information on the best practices in consumer
horticulture and environmental stewardship. Visit their website to learn about many
classes and services.

anokamastergardners.org ® 763-324-3495 e MUNWERS'WOFH'“"EW“ EXTENSION

&\

BANFILL-LOCKE CENTER FOR ARTS

BLCA provides inspiration, enrichment, enjoyment, opportunities, and education
through the arts. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am to 4 pm.
Free Admission.

banfill-locke.org e info@banfill-locke.org ¢ 763-574-1850

ANOKA COUNTY 4-H
In 4-H, young people build the skills they need for a lifetime through project learning
and leadership programs. Our diverse range of 4-H programs are open to youth in

kindergarten through one year past high school.

www3.extension.umn.edu/county/anoka e mnext-anoka@umn.edu

ANOKA COUNTY RECYCLING & RESOURCE SOLUTIONS

Your go to guide for recycling & disposal information at home, work and at play.
Recycling is easy and convenient within Anoka County Parks. Look for the blue rolling
carts with green lids throughout the parks system.

AnokaCounty.us/recycle e 763-324-3400

19
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ANOKA

COUNTY
PARKS

BUNKER HILLS
REGIONAL PARK

CEDAR CREEK
CONSERVATION AREA

COLUMBUS LAKE
CONSERVATION AREA

COON LAKE
COUNTY PARK

COON RAPIDS DAM
REGIONAL PARK

ISLANDS OF PEACE
COUNTY PARK

KORDIAK
COUNTY PARK

LAKE GEORGE
REGIONAL PARK

LOCKE
PARK

MANOMIN
PARK

MARTIN-ISLAND-LINWOOD LAKES
REGIONAL PARK

MISSISSIPPI WEST
REGIONAL PARK

RICE CREEK CHAIN OF LAKES
PARK RESERVE

RIVERFRONT
REGIONAL PARK

RUM RIVER CENTRAL
REGIONAL PARK

RUM RIVER NORTH
COUNTY PARK

RUM RIVER SOUTH
COUNTY PARK

= BOAT LAUNCH
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&Y CROSS COUNTRY SKIING
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&~ PLAYGROUND
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PARKS LOCATIONS

7701 Main Street 550 Bunker Lake Boulevard NW
Lino Lakes, MN 55038 Andover, MN 55304
763-324-3350 763-324-3300

Take these maps with you on the trails. Use your phone’s camera to scan this code.

Bunker Hills Regional Park Lake George Regional Park Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve

Martin-Island-Linwood Lakes Regional Park Rum River North County Park




Rum River North
COUNTY PARK

P

Lake George
REGIONAL PARK

.

@
@

Cedar Creek

. CONSERVATION AREA
Rum River Central

REGIONAL PARK

L

ROUND LAKE BLVD.
HANSON BLVD.

O,

®

N Mississippi West

REGIONAL PARK Bunker Hills
— . REGIONAL PARK
N2 Rum River South
L\

JFCOUNTY PARK

Coon Rapids Dam
REGIONAL PARK

Mano%}\

PARK ' =

BANF

PARK

. @D
Riverfront /reoe
FARMHOUSE -Q

O]

REGIONAL PARK

MISSISSIPPI ST
Islands of Peace C.WER FORTAEARTS

Sandhill Crane

NATURAL AREA

VIKING BLVD.

@

CROSSTOWN BLVD.

BUNKER LAKE BLVD.

MAIN ST.

Martin-Island-
Linwood Lakes
REGIONAL PARK

4,
%
&

QU BLVD g

@

@

Coon Lake
COUNTY PARK

Columbus Lake
CONSERVATION AREA

Rice Creek
Chain of Lakes
PARK RESERVE

LEXINGTON AVE. NE

Locke
PARK

AT

Kordiak
COUNTY PARK

ANOKA COUNTY PHOTO/VIDEO POLICY - Periodically we take pictures and video of participants in various
programs, special events, or people using County facilities. Photos or video may be used by Anoka County for
promotional materials.

23




CHOMONIX

GOLF COURSE

NEW SENIOR GREEN FEES

MONDAY - FRIDAY SENIOR (55+) RATES

9 HOLES
WALKING 519

18 HOLES
WALKING 326

9 HOLES
WITH CART 528

18 HOLES
WITH CART 338

CHOMONIX.COM

/]

163-324-3434




