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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Lino Lakes Man Charged in Sex Assault of Toddler 
 
 
Sterling Robert Stewart, 29, of Lino Lakes, was charged today in Anoka County District Court with first-
degree criminal sexual conduct, first-degree assault and malicious punishment of a child. At Stewart’s 
first court appearance this morning, Anoka County District Judge Bethany Fountain Lindberg set bail at 
$750,000 without conditions or $300,000 with conditions. Stewart’s next court appearance is scheduled 
for Sept. 20. 
 
According to the criminal complaint, a 21-month-old girl was hospitalized with multiple injuries over her 
body, including her head, abdomen and genitals. The child’s mother said the injuries appeared after the 
girl was left in Stewart’s care for a short time. Medical professionals said the girl suffered a severe assault 
and that her injuries were not consistent with Stewart’s assertion that the girl fell off a couch.  
 
“I applaud the efforts of the Lino Lakes Police Department and the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office for 
their excellent work on this case,” Anoka County Attorney Tony Palumbo said. “This office will work 
closely with the victim’s family to make sure, if these charges are proven, that the criminal justice system 
holds the defendant fully responsible for these heinous injuries.” 
 
 
 
 
 
















