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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Anoka County Receives ‘StormReady’ Designation
Anoka County is now one of only 14 counties in Minnesota to have the “StormReady”
designation from the National Weather Service.
The Anoka County Board of Commissioners accepted the designation at the board’s
September 25 meeting. Present at the meeting to talk about what the designation means was
Todd Krause, warning coordination meteorologist from the National Weather Service in
Chanhassen. Krause explained that Anoka County has taken the necessary steps to ensure it’s
ready in the event of a weather-related emergency. Those steps include:
• Establishing a 24-hour warning point and emergency operations center.
• Having more than one way to receive severe weather warnings and forecasts and to alert the
public.
• Creating a system that monitors local weather conditions.
• Promoting the importance of public readiness through community seminars.
• Developing a formal hazardous weather plan, which includes training severe weather spotters
and holding emergency exercises.
“I’m truly pleased to say that the emergency management program here in Anoka County
is alive and well and doing so many very, very good things,” Krause said.
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Anoka County Receives ‘StormReady’ Designation – Add 1
Anoka County Commissioner Julie Braastad, chair of the county’s Public Safety
Committee, said this designation is important and timely, as the nation is watching the disaster
relief that is taking place on the East Coast in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence.
“We don’t have hurricanes, but we experience plenty of severe weather events in our state,”
Braastad said. “Being prepared for the worst can help save lives and property.”
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CUTLINE
From left: Anoka County Emergency Management Coordinator Ryan Kelzenberg, Anoka County
Emergency Management Director Terry Stoltzman, commissioners Matt Look and Julie Braastad,
National Weather Service Warning Coordination Meteorologist Todd Krause, and commissioners
Jim Kordiak, Mike Gamache, Scott Schulte and Rhonda Sivarajah stand together with a
StormReady sign at the board’s September 25 meeting.
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