










COMMITTEE INFORMATION ITEM 

Recycling & Resource Solutions Committee 

 

Committee Date:  June 14, 2017              County Board Date:  June 27, 2017 

Action Requested: 
Consider for information an update on the growth and progress in providing Source Separated Organics (SSO) program 
opportunities to residents. 
 

Previous Committee / County Board Action 

 On January 26, 2016, the County Board approved Contract No. C0004813 with OTI, Inc. which included organics 
collection and transfer at Anoka County’s two compost sites. 

 At the February 8, 2017 R&RS Committee meeting, department goals were presented to which included 
organics collection initiatives. 
 

Background / Analysis 
The State has established aggressive goals for recycling and organics management.  Anoka County is expected to 
divert 75% of its waste through recycling and organics management by 2030.  In 2016, the County diverted 52% of its 
waste, so the need to grow programs within the County is necessary to reach these goals. 
 
2017 department goals include: 

 Continuing to provide additional support to municipalities to increase organics collection 
opportunities throughout the county 

 Exploring, developing and promoting options to expand organics and recycling drop-offs for residents 

 Facilitating organics collection at municipal facilities and at municipal community events 
 
To date there are 11 organics drop-offs located in the county: 

 Columbia Heights – 1; Columbus – 1; Coon Rapids – 1; Ham Lake – 1; Lino Lakes – 3; Linwood – 1; Spring Lake 
Park – 1 

 Anoka County Compost Sites – 2 
Total participants signed up for organics drop-off programs in the county is approximately 2500. 
In 2016, the county worked with 25 community events; 20 of those events collected organics. 
 
Starter kits including, kitchen collection pails, compostable bags and participant information are provided to residents 
utilizing dedicated SCORE and county budgeted funds.  Materials are distributed through the county compost sites, 
Field Operations Building, city/town halls and at municipal drop-off sites.   
 
The municipalities have been willing partners in the establishment of the Anoka County organics program. 
 
 

Conclusion / Recommendation 
Continue to provide funding, materials and technical assistance to increase opportunities for collection of Source 
Separated Organics throughout the county. 
 

Supporting Documents 
None 
 

Lead Staff 
Sue Doll, Solid Waste Specialist 
Jacob Saffert, Recycling Program Assistant 

 


