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Northstar Rail Update

he testing of the

Northstar commuter
trains began with service
scheduled to start this
November.

Watch for more details at
AnokaCounty TMO.com

Anoka Station

Overpass Openings

n celebration of the completion of the Main Street interchange and

121st / 129th overpass projects, there will be a Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony scheduled in late September. From September 15th to October
15th enter to win great prizes from area businesses. There will also be gift
bags filled with money saving coupons.

O5th Avenue Park-n-Ride Lot

t the 95th Avenue Park and

Ride lot 553 new spaces are
being constructed. There will be
——— 1,473 total parking spaces at this
™ |0t when the project is completed
=" in December. This will make the
 facility one of the top five largest
Park and Ride lots in the region.

Northstar Commuter
Rail Line

The average Minnesotan
can save $675 per month by
using public transportation.

That’s more than $8,100 per
household annually.

To calculate your individual
savings with or without car
ownership, go to
www.publictransportation.org

- American Public
Transportation Association
(APTA)
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2009 Commuter Challenge Recap

Metro Transit recorded more than 10,000 pledges for this year’s Commuter Challenge, which ended June 30.
This year’s Commuter Challenge was all about encouraging everyone to try new ways of getting to work —
take the bus or train, carpool, vanpool, bike, walk or tele-work. Participants could also create a team and
invite others to join.

The Commuter Challenge is presented by Metro Transit and the region’s transportation management
organizations (TMQ’s): 494 Commuter Services, Anoka County TMO, Downtown Minneapolis TMO, and
St. Paul Smart-Trips.

The Anoka County TMO would like to thank the following organizations for their participation in this year’s
Commuter Challenge: Ace Solid Waste, Achieve Services, Allegra Print & Imaging, Anoka Area

Chamber of Commerce, Anoka County Government Center, Anoka County Highway Department, Anoka
County Human Services, Anoka County Job Training Center, Anoka County Parks, Anoka County Public
Library, Anoka County Transit Office, Anoka Hennepin Credit Union, Anoka Ramsey Community College,
Anoka Technical College Aveda, Bank of the West, Best Buy, Central Bank, Cities of Andover, Anoka, Bethel,
Blaine, Centerville, Circle Pines, Columbia Heights, Coon Rapids, Fridley, Ham Lake, Lexington, Lino Lakes,
Oak Grove, Ramsey, Spring Lake Park, and St. Francis, Computer Service Center, Costco, Cub Foods,
Cummins Inc, ECM Publishers, Fashion Cents for Kids, Federal Cartridge, First National Bank Anoka,
Hakanson Anderson Associates Inc, Hoffman Enclosures, Home Depot, HomeGoods, Kohl’s, Kugler
Financial, Lord of Life Church, Management Specialties, Mate Precision Tooling, Medtronic, Menards,
Mercy Hospital, Metro North Chamber of Commerce, Michael’s, Minnesota School of Business, Minnesota
Workforce Center, National Sports Center, Northtown Mall, Oakwood Land Development Inc., Office Max,
Party City, Petco, Possis Medical Inc, Premier Commercial Properties, Pre-Paid Legal Services, Print Central,
Rainbow Foods, Sam’s Club, Southern Anoka County Neighborhood Center, Sport’s Authority, Sunset Cycle,
Target Greatland, Target Andover, Tidbits Falcon Price Publishing, Trowbridge Marketing, Unity Hospital,
Walker Methodist Plaza, and WalMart.

Main Street Ribbon Cutting

Main Street (CSAH 14) in Centerville and Lino Lakes officially opened in late August. The event will be
marked with a ribbon cutting ceremony on in September. Contact the TMO office for more information
on this event.

The roadway and bridge were reconstructed through both the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve
and downtown Centerville to improve safety and traffic flow.

World Carfree Day

World Carfree Day is an annual celebration free from
the noise, stress, and pollution of cars. Each year on
September 22, people organize events to showcase
alternatives to the automobile. Employers are
encouraged to offer flexibility on that day for and don’t
participating employees.

carfree
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Construction Corner

Norris Lake Road (CSAH 24) & St. Francis Boulevard (TH 47) in Oak Grove -
Construction is scheduled to start in September and run 30 working days from start date.

Coon Rapids Boulevard (CSAH 1) & Crooked Lake Boulevard (CSAH 18) Signal >
Reconstruction - Construction is scheduled to start in September and run for 40 working days &a
from start date.

For more information on all county construction projects visit www.anokacounty.us/highways
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WOR K S and workplace flaxibility

YOU'RE INVITED

Please join us to honor the 35 organizations that applied for the
Alfred P. Sloan Awards for Business Excellence in Workplace Flexibility
and learn more about eWorkPlace.

We'll celebrate the 27 When Work Works finalists and announce the winners.

Attendees will receive an innovative perspective on how to increase productivity,
better retain and attract top talent, and improve overall employee satisfaction
via eWorkPlace; a new state-sponsored initiative for Twin Cities’ area employers
that foster telework. Learn more about this unique program, the services
available and the process for applying.

Tuesday, September 29, 2009 ¢ 8:00 am - 11:00 am
Complimentary Breakfast

Sheraton Hotel
12201 Ridgedale Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55305

RSVP by September 23, 2009 » info@eworkplace-mn.com
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Anoka County Highway Department
1440 Bunker Lake Boulevard
Andover, MN 55304

Phone: 763-862-4260

Fax: 763-862-4201
Email: tmo@co.anoka.mn.us

We’re on the Web!

www.AnokaCounty TMO.com

e Save paper! If you would prefer to receive
Low ) this newsletter electronically, please visit our

¥

tmo@co.anoka.mn.us

website to subscribe or email us at

Dates to Remember

September 7 - Labor Day
September 22 - First Day of Autumn
September 29 - When Work Works Event

October - Rideshare to Work Month
October 12 - Columbus Day
October 31 - Halloween

November - Northstar Commuter Rail
November 1 - Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 11 - Veterans Day

November 26 - Thanksgiving_j Day

Sources:
eWorkPlace-mn.com
Www.metrotransit.org
www.Mn/DOT.org
www.worldcarfree.net

The Anoka County Transportation Management
Organization (TMO) helps local employers and
commuters explore different choices such as carpooling,
vanpooling, tele-work, transit, biking, walking, or flexible
work hours. It is our goal to help make commuting easier,
healthier, and more enjoyable.

These options can help you save money on fuel, improve
your health, and keep our environment clean. With a little
planning and consideration you might find that walking,
biking, or taking transit to run errands or commute is as
efficient as taking your car.

In addition, the TMO serves as a community resource
providing information such as project detours and project
time lines to help reduce traffic congestion around areas
impacted by road construction.

Anoka County TMO Staff
Renee Sande, Executive Director
Sheri Engstrom, Assistant TDM Coordinator

You can now follow Anoka County on Twitter for more information
on transportation, highway projects, parks, libraries and more.
www.twitter.com/anokacounty








